
Marking Periods 3 & 4 
Review Questions

1. Re-read the chapter "A Night to Remember." This chapter 
is incredibly rich in symbolism. Identify and explain 
three different examples of symbolism in this chapter. 
(pg.133)

2. Why do you think Melinda has been cutting school and hanging out in her janitor's closet?

3. How does Heather's "break-up" affect Melinda? How does this chapter affect your feelings about 
Heather?
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Speak



4. Describe Melinda's protest in Mr. Neck's class. Was she justified? Why or why not?

5. What do you think causes Melinda to clean up her family's yard? What might her yard-work 
symbolize?

6. What does Melinda start a graffiti thread about on the bathroom wall? What does she notice the 
next time she looks at what she's written?

7. Why does Heather show up at Melinda's house? How does Melinda respond to her request?
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8. What do Melinda and Rachel discuss in the library? How does Rachel respond to Melinda's 
confession?

9. Describe Melinda's bike rides. Why do you think she feels the way she does during the two 
chapters in which she rides her bike? (pg. 186)

10. What does Melinda hear about happening at the prom?

11. Describe Melinda's confrontation in her closet at the end of the novel. Why do you think this 
happens?
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12. What do you believe causes Melinda's problems throughout Speak? How could she have prevented 
her year from being so difficult?
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